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are not capable of profiting by their education^
and ought to be excluded. Or is it those who
may be expected to pass the first examination
at the normal age of 16-17 ? Again, this test
would exclude many of the fee-paying pupils,
who nevertheless do unquestionably profit
by their schooling. Or, lastly, must we say
that nearly all normal and average children
would profit by a secondary education ? It
is difficult to avoid this conclusion. Taken
without qualification, this rule would give num-
bers which would swamp any provision of
secondary places which it will be possible to
make for years to come. There is, however,
an important qualification. A Secondary
School is, and should continue to be, an insti-
tution in which the pupils stay at least to 1(>,
and candidates who cannot or will not, even
with the assistance of maintenance grants
where necessary, fulfil this condition should go
to a Central or Senior School.

The greater part of the additional provision
must be made in provided Secondary Schools,
It is an ad vantage, however, that schools of
different types should be open to elementary
children, and wherever suitable arrangements
can be made, authorities should secure free
places in the non-provided Secondary Schools
within their area.

The age of 11-12 is now generally accepted as
the right age for the transfer from the ele-
mentary to the secondary school. This may be
right, but it is important not irrevocably to
decide a child's future destiny at so early atx
age. However careful the test or examination,
mistakes will be made, and ample opportunity
must be given for transfer at a later age from